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SUBJECT: MEETING WITH PRIME MINISTER MANLEY 

1 . DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY LUERS AND CHARGE CALLED 
ON PRIMIN MANLEY MAY 3 FOR A 45-MINUTE DISCUSSION. (CALL 
IMMEDIATELY PRECEDED ARRIVAL OF CUBAN VICE PRESIDENT 
CARLOS RAPHAEL RODRIGUEZ, FOR ONE-DAY TALKS WITH MANLEY 
AND OTHER OFFICIALS.) AT OPENING OF CONVERSATION, LUERS 
STRESSED THAT CARTER ADMINISTRATION SERIOUSLY DESIRES 
IMPROVED RELATIONS BETWEEN THE US AND JAMAICA. AND WANTS 
TO PLACE THE RECENT DIFFICULT PERIOD BEHIND THE US. 

THE US TEAM NOW IN KINGSTON FOR ECONOMIC DISCUSSIONS 
IS PART OF A SERIOUS EFFORT IN THAT DIRECTION. PRIMIN 
MANLEY EXPRESSED GRATIFICATION FOR THE ARRIVAL OF THE 
TEAM AND FOR LUERS' PRESENCE IN PARTICULAR. BOTH AGREED 
THAT THE JOINT US/JAMAICAN TEAM MEETINGS WHICH BEGAN ON MAY 2 
APPEAR TO BE OFF TO A GOOD START. 

2. LUERS STRESSED THAT WHILE WE WISH TO BE ABLE TO 

GIVE CONCRETE EXPRESSION TO MOVEMENT TOWARD IMPROVED 
RELATIONSHIPS, THERE WILL BE PROBLEMS. LUERS DIS- 
CUSSED THE GENERAL NEGATIVE ATTITUDE OF CONGRESS TOWARD 
BILATERAL AND MULTILATERAL ASSISTANCE AND THE FACT 
SOME CONGRESSIONAL LEADERS AND OTHERS BELIEVE MOST PAST 
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ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS WERE USED TO SHORE UP AUTHORITARIAN 
REGIMES. THIS ADMINISTRATION ATTACHES IMPORTANCE TO IMPROVED 
RELATIONSHIPS WITH JAMAICA. SAID LUERS, PRECISELY BECAUSE 
IT IS AN EXCEPTION TO THE PATTERN OF NON-EGALITARIAN, AUTHORITARIAN 
REGIMES ELSEWHERE. MANLEY REPLIED THAT HE SUSPECTS THAT SUCH 
EXPRESSIONS OF CONGRESSIONAL CONCERN ABOUT THE THIRD WORLD 
ARE IN FACT ONLY AN EXCUSE FOR BEING GENERALLY OPPOSED TO 
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ANYTHING WHICH INTERFERES WITH TRADITIONAL CONSERVATIVE 
AMERICAN ATTITUDES TOWARD PROPERTY AND THE FREE ENTERPRISE 
SYSTEM. LUERS SAID CONGRESS AND THE AMERICAN PEOPLE WERE IN 
NO WAY MONOLITHIC. 

3. LUERS THEN DISCUSSED THE ORIGINS OF PRESIDENT CARTER'S 
EMPHASIS ON HUMAN RIGHTS. POINTING OUT IT RESTS IN THE STRONG 
AMERICAN EMPHASIS ON LIBERTY AS THE BEDROCK OF OUR CONSTITUTION. HE 
SAID THAT THE EGALITARIAN QUALITIES IN AMERICAN SOCIETY 
FLOWING FROM THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE ARE ALSO STRONG 
BUT HAVE NEVER BEEN EQUAL IN AMERICAN HISTORY TO OUR STRESS 
ON PRESERVATION OF LIB ERTY. THUS, FOR MANY AMERICANS, 

THE RETREAT FROM LIBERTY IN THE THIRD WORLD IS DIS 
ILLUSIONING AND THE ARGUMENT IN FAVOR OF APPLYING 
EGALITARIANISM TO NATIONS DOES NOT HOLD UP IN VIEW OF 
THE LARGE NUMBER OF THIRD WORLD NATIONS WHICH DO NOT PLACE A 
PRIORITY ON INCOME DISTRIBUTION AND EGALITARIAN PRINCIPLES. 

MANLEY AT THIS POINT COMMENTED THAT ONE OF THE MOST 
EXCITING THINGS HE HAS SEEN IN THE NEW ADMINISTRATION IS 
PRESIDENT CARTER'S EFFORT TO GIVE A NEW DIMENSION TO 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS ISSUES AND TO US POLICY - TO REVIVE 
"AMERICANS’ MORAL PERCEPTION OF THEMSELVES AND THE WORLD." 

HE CONSIDERS CARTER TO BE A "WATERSHED" PRESIDENT - 
THE LAST ONE BEING PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT. AS ROOSEVELT HAD 
FIRST DIRECTED THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT TOWARD A SENSE OF 
RESPONSIBILITY TOWARD ITS CITIZENS' WELL BEING, PRESIDENT 
CARTER WAS SUMMONING THE AMERICAN SPIRIT AND PROJECTING IT 
ABROAD. HE CONTRASTED THE GENUINE VITALITY OF CARTER'S 
STRESS ON VALUES TO THE "SHOWINESS" OF THE KENNEDY ERA 
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WHICH RESULTED IN POWER PLAYS. 

5. LUERS BRIEFED MANLEY ON STATE OF PLAY OF THE US/CUBAN 
RELATIONS. MANLEY CLEARLY HAS FOLLOWED CLOSELY RECENT 
CUBAN/AMERICAN NEGOTIATIONS AND INDICATED HIS UNDERSTANDING 
OF THE PROBLEMS THAT BOTH WE AND THE CUBANS FACE. HE DID 
ADD THAT HE IS TOTALLY OPPOSED IN PRINCIPLE TO THE US 
EMBARGO OF CUBA. NOT ONLY IS IT WRONG IN PRINCIPLE, HE 
SAID, BUT IT ALSO DISTORTS COMPLETELY THE TRUE CHARACTER 
OF THE US AND CUBA. THE US APPEARS TO THE REST OF THE 
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HEMISHPERE BUT ESPECIALLY TO THE YOUTH AS A BULLY. 

CUBA EMERGES AS A HERO FIGURE AND THE ENTIRE CUBAN 
REVOLUTION BECOMES OVER ROMANTICIZED IN THE EYES OF 
MANY. HOWEVER, HE SAID, HE WAS VERY IMPRESSED BY THE 
MANNER IN WHICH PRESIDENT CARTER HAD KEPT FROM 
BEING DRAWN INTO THE CUBAN ISSUE THROUGHOUT THE PRESI- 
DENTIAL CAMPAIGN. 

6. MANLEY COMMENTED THAT JAMAICA'S RELATIONSHIPS WITH 
CUBA HAVE BEEN EXCELLENT IN LARGE MEASURE BECAUSE THE 
CUBANS HAVE BEEN "COMPETELY PRINCIPLED" AND HAD NOT INTERE- 
FERRED IN ANY MANNER WHATSOEVER IN JAMAICA'S DOMESTIC 
AFFAIRS. HE POINTED OUT THAT JAMAICA HAS PERHAPS 

A UNIQUE RELATIONSHIP WITH CUBA BECAUSE OF A NUMBER 
OF COMMON CONCERNS WHICH RELATE NOT TO CUBA'S COMMUNISM 
BUT RATHER TO CUBA'S SIMILAR THIRD WORLD CONCERNS, E.G., 
SOUTHERN AFRICA AND THE NEED FOR A NEW INTERNATIONAL 
ECONOMIC ORDER. HE STRESSED THAT CUBA, WHILE COMMUNIST, 

ALSO SEES ITSELF AS A THIRD WORLD NATION WITH ITS OWN 
THIRD WORLD CONCERNS SEPARATE FROM THOSE OF THE SOVIET 
UNION. ALSO, MANLEY INTERJECTED, JAMAICA HAS A SERIES 
OF COMMON CONCERNS AND INTERESTS WITH THE U.S. LUEHYU 
SAID IT WAS CURIOUS THAT MANLEY AND CASTRO GOT ALONG 
SO WELL SINCE 

HISTORICALLY SOCIAL DEMOCRATS AND COM- 
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MUNISTS HAVE BEEN THE MOST DEDICATED ENEMIES. MANLEY REPLIED 
THAT HE THOUGHT HE AND FIDEL WERE AN EXCEPTION 
(EURO-COMMUNISM ASIDE). COMMENT: MANLEY CLEARLY 
WAS ATTEMPTING TO DISPLAY A MIDDLE GROUND FOR HIMSELF 
AND THE US. 

7. TURNING TO SOUTHERN AFRICA, MANLEY SAID THAT "ANY- 
BODY WHO SETTLES THAT ONE IS MY HERO. "—"EVEN 
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IF THE US DOES IT WITH BATTLE CRUISERS." HE SAID IT 
WAS EXTREMELY IMPORTANT THAT THIS NOT BE AN EAST- WEST 
CONFLICT AND THAT THE WEST NOT SWALLOW VORSTER'S NOT 
PARTICULARLY ADROIT EFFORT TO SELL A COMMUNIST MENANCE". 

HE SAID THAT HE FELT THAT THERE IS LITTLE HOPE FOR THE 
NEGOTIATIONS COURSE IN SOUTHERN AFRICA." THE INTERNATIONAL 
COMMUNITY COULD BRING DOWN THE RACISTS WITH ECONOMIC 
SANCTIONS, BUT THE WILL TO DO SO DOES NOT EXIST". THEREFORE, 

ARMED STRUGGLE IS INEVITABLE." HE EXPRESSED CONCERN THAT 
THE WORLD IS HEADED TOWARD AN APOCALYPSE AND AGAIN EMPHIASIZED 
THAT IT IS FOR THIS REASON THAT SOUTHERN AFRICA NOT 
BECOME AN EAST-WEST ISSUE. 

8. COMMENT: THE MEETING WAS EXTREMELY CORDIAL. THE FACT 
THAT MANLEY ON LITTLE NOTICE TOOK TIME OUT FROM AN EXTREMELY 
HECTIC SCHEDULE FOR 45 MINUTES WAS OF ITSELF SOME INDICATION OF THE 
IMPORTANCE HE ATTACHES TO IMPROVING RELATIONSHIPS 
WITH THE US. 
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